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INTRODUCTION
OUR MISSION
Formation Wind Band’s mission is to empower women through wind band.

OUR VISION
Formation Wind Band sees an exclusive opportunity for women to create,

collaborate, and build community through music. 

OUR STORY
The idea for Formation Wind Band was born in 2018 as a community wind band

space for women in Seattle. Several years and many concert cycles later,

Formation Wind Band is a vibrant, affirming, and fun space for women to connect

and create music together. We now have two performing groups, Wind Ensemble

and Wind Symphony, to include as many women as possible in our community while

also respecting the quality of the music-making and our physical space limitations.

OUR VALUES
Formation Wind Band believes in creating an environment where members feel

supported, safe, and welcome. 

We pride ourselves in our intentional programming and partnerships that give

voice to underrepresented composers and musicians.

Formation Wind Band strives to provide a space where people feel physically

and emotionally safe to allow for music creation to be both authentic and

vulnerable. 

We create a welcoming and inclusive community in and out of music making.

OUR LEADERSHIP
Anne Kreider-Hughes: Director

Erin Keeton-Howard: Director

Elizabeth McDaniel: Managing Director

MEMBER EXPECTATIONS
Arrive on time for rehearsals and concerts

Prepare your parts outside of rehearsal

Communicate clearly, consistently, and honestly 

Celebrate and lift each other up in community



MEMBERSHIP

WHY DID WE SPLIT?

Cycle 6 brought over 80 registered members to Formation, with a waitlist and a sold out

show. We want to include as many women as possible in our community while also

respecting the quality of the music-making and our physical space limitations. 

BOTH groups have the same dedication to community. BOTH groups are held to high

standards of musicianship. And, BOTH groups see Erin and Anne. Two ensembles; one

community.

​WIND SYMPHONY

Formation Wind Symphony is a non-auditioned group. 

Wind Symphony Expectations:

Grade 3-5 repertoire with individual preparation of music prior to rehearsal 

Open membership each cycle: no ongoing commitment. Join us for a cycle when you

can!

No section caps or limited instrumentation

WIND ENSEMBLE

Formation Wind Ensemble is an auditioned group. Openings and auditions will be

announced as they become available. 

Wind Ensemble Expectations:

Grade 4-6 repertoire with individual preparation of music prior to rehearsal

Limited instrumentation 

Ongoing membership: auditioned members can miss 1 cycle and a sub will be arranged.

In the event of 2 consecutive missed cycles, the spot is considered forfeited 

Travel to various event for performances (Ex: Midwest, WMEA) No more than 1-2 per

year

TWO BANDS; ONE COMMUNITY



ATTENDANCE &
COMMUNICATION
ABSENCE POLICY

One planned absence and one emergency absence is permitted per cycle.

Wind Ensemble only: the consequence of not upholding the attendance policy is sitting

out of Wind Ensemble the next concert cycle. Members can choose to play with Wind

Symphony. 

​LATE POLICY

Missing 20 minutes or more of rehearsal is considered an absence.

COMMUNICATION EXPECTATIONS

Formation Wind Band strives to effectively communicate information to all members. We

expect the same from our members.

Planned Absence Communication:

Complete the “Absence Notification Form” linked in the weekly Formation Wind Band

email.

Notify your section leader of your absence a week in advance.

Emergency Absence Notification:

Notify Managing Director Elizabeth McDaniel via text (206)794-6173

Notify your section leader via text or email. This information is available in the “Member

Resources” folder in the Google Drive link shared in the weekly cycle emails.

You will receive all important information via email and need to be able to access Google

Drive. If you need help accessing files on Drive or are not receiving weekly updates from us

during the cycle, it is the responsibility of the member to notify Elizabeth McDaniel. 

Formation Wind Band uses Slack to communicate

reminders and coordinate meet ups, carpool, and other

group activities. Please download Slack to your phone

using this QR code. If you need help downloading or using

Slack, please ask Elizabeth McDaniel. 

Elizabeth McDaniel

Elizabeth McDaniel



CYCLE 8 LOGISTICS

Rehearsal Schedule 
North Seattle College 

 9600 College Way N, Seattle, WA 98103

Wind Ensemble 9:30am-12

Wind Symphony 12:30-2:45

September 21

September 28

October 5 (sectionals)

October 12

October 19

October 26

November 1 (7-9pm, Wind Ensemble only)

Athena Music Summit

Saturday November 1, 9am-3pm @ North Seattle College 
This is a professional development opportunity. Members are not required to

attend but are strongly encouraged to register to participate! 

Cycle 8 Concert

Sunday November 2, 4pm, Venue TBD

*Dr. Emily Moss is the guest conductor this cycle. We will reopen the

applications for Formation member guest conducting for our Spring

2026 cycle.*

CYCLE 8: REFLECTION



CONTACTS &
SOCIAL MEDIA

@formationwindband

www.formationwindband.com

www.facebook.com/formationwindband

www.youtube.com/formationwindband

@formationwindband

ANNE KREIDER-HUGHES: DIRECTOR

anne@formationwindband.com

(253) 722-9986

ERIN KEETON-HOWARD: DIRECTOR

erin@formationwindband.com

(636) 578-3732

ELIZABETH MCDANIEL: MANAGING DIRECTOR

info@formationwindband.com

(206) 794-6173

Follow, like, and share our content with your

friends and family on social media.

Elizabeth McDaniel

Elizabeth McDaniel

Elizabeth McDaniel


